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Madrid-Sofia, March 4, 2026
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

In 2016, the Faculty of Law at Sofia University ,,St. Kliment Ohridski“ founded the Balkan
Association for Roman Law and the Roman Legal Tradition, under the name ,,Societas pro
iure romano” (SIR). Within this historic university, the oldest in Bulgaria, the Faculty of
Law has created a space dedicated to the transmission of legal knowledge, viewed as a
form of culture and civic responsibility.

The creation of the SIR reflects the profound conviction that Roman law is not only a
valuable subject of historical study, but that it remains the linguistic and conceptual
foundation of contemporary legal science. It embodies, in fact, a refined method of legal
reasoning, ratio scripta, and a humanistic conception of law, oriented towards the pursuit
of justice.

SIR already has over 150 members and, at each conference, brings together a growing
number of researchers from the Balkans, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Poland, and Hungary,
among others. Many young researchers participate, ensuring generational continuity.
The journal IUSROMANUM, indexed in major international databases, serves as its official
publication.

In 2025, the Tenth Anniversary was celebrated at the founding university, reaffirming the
commitment to transmitting the legacy of Roman law to future generations.

Since 2024, the annual Conference was held in Italy, the tradition of alternating venues
between Balkan countries and other European nations has been established,
strengthening the international character and fostering dialogue between the different
legal traditions that, while historically distinct, share the same Roman and Roman legal
roots.



At the closing session of the aforementioned Jubilee Conference, held in Sofia, we had
the pleasure, at the excellent suggestion of Professor Antonio Fernandez de Bujan, of
announcing the convening of the Eleventh International Conference of the SIR to be held
in Madrid and organized by the Department of Roman Law of the National University of
Distance Education (UNED), thanks to the members of the Board of Directors of the
Balkan Association for entrusting this event to our university.

Founded in 1972, UNED occupies a unique place in the Spanish University System: it is
the only National University with an international importance. With more than 210,000
students, it is the largest University campus in Europe and offers: 29 official degrees; 78
master's degrees; 21 international doctoral programs; more than 100 continuing
education courses; and instruction in 16 languages. Its Law Faculty is one of the most
prestigious, offering four official degrees and 20 master's programs, and hosts numerous
high-level scientific forums.

The conference will be held from June 11 to June 13, 2026, and will focus on:

IUS GENTIUM & IUS EUROPAEUM

By combining the ius gentium — with its universal vocation —and the jus europeaum —the
historical fruit of a shared tradition — the Conference intends to reflect, from a historical
and dogmatic perspective, unity in diversity, an essential principle of the European
project, with Roman law serving as a reference for understanding the present and the
future.

Madrid, a vibrant, open, and welcoming city, will offer the ideal civic setting for this
meeting. It boasts a rich cultural and artistic tradition, with more than 100 museums,
including those that form the Pictorial Triangle, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
comprising the Prado, Thyssen, and Reina Sofia museums. It also has more than 800
hotels and a diverse culinary scene, bringing together the best of Spain's regions.

The official languages of the Congress will be Spanish, Italian, English, and French.

The organizers offer both in-person and online participation. Presentations can be
submitted in either format, with a maximum presentation time of 15 minutes.

Registration and payment must be completed exclusively online through the conference
website https://multiweb.uned.es/w51263.

The fees, valid until May 15, 2026, are as follows:

— In-person: General admission: €100; PhD students and accompanying persons: €80

—Online: €70



From May 15 to 30, 2026, the fees will be increased by 20%.

The registration for participants will open on March 4, 2026. Information regarding
accommodation options in Madrid, as well as any other information related to this event,
can be found on the conference website https://multiweb.uned.es/w51263.

The organizers have set up an email address to answer any questions you may have about
the conference: conferenciaderechoromano@adm.uned.es

We hope that this Eleventh Conference of SIR will contribute not only to the advancement
of scientific knowledge, but will also offer participants a pleasant opportunity for
networking, exchange, and fellowship.

With the highest academic regard and sincere personal esteem, and hoping to see you
again under the blue skies of Madrid, we extend our warmest greetings.

Prof. Malina Novkirishka-Stoyanova, DSc Prof. Federico Fernandez de Bujan, PhD
University of Sofia ,,St. Kliment Ohridski“ Director
President of the SIR of the Department of Roman Law at UNED
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