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IUS ROMANUM – TEN YEARS AFTER THE FIRST ISSUE 

 

Prof. DSc.Valerius M. Ciucă,  

“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iași, Romania   

 

Motto: Eheu! fugaces… labuntur anni1 

Fugit irreparabile tempus2 

 

 

Epigraph: Alas! this truth does not fall on deaf ears, yet life presses 

forward. Time flows on, beyond recall.  

 

Introduction 

IUS ROMANUM is the first Bulgarian electronic periodical dedicated entirely to 

Roman law and its traditions. Its founding editor-in-chief is the distinguished 

Professor Malina Novkirishka Stoyanova (as an aside, I am proud to serve as 

the Romanian member of her editorial board.)  

The journal is published by the Faculty of Law of Sofia University 

“St Kliment Ohridski,” appears twice a year and is closely linked to the Balkan 

Society for Roman Law (Societas pro Iure Romano), which emerged in the wake 

of the journal’s creation. 

Each issue is built around a principal theme; in some years, there are 

additional volumes dedicated to student essay competitions under the banner 

Iuventutes. The following survey sets out the themes of each issue to show 

how the journal has evolved over its first decade and to introduce the 

forthcoming 2025 theme Religio. 

Ten-year survey (2015 - 2025) 

2015: Augustus; Iurisdictio 

2016: Commercium; Studia Iuris Romani 

2017: Familia; Universum Iuris Romani 

                                                             
1 Alas! The years slip away… (Horatius, Carmina, II, 14, 1-2). 
2 Time flies irretrievably… (Vergilius, Georgica, III.284). 
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2018: Administratio; Ius & Humanitas; extra issue: 

Studia in memoriam Theodori Piperkovi 

2019: Pecunia; Res Publica & Res Privata 

2020: Hereditas; Traditio Iuris Romani; student volume: 

Iustitia – Disputatio Secunda 

2021: Obligatio; Mare Nostrum; extra volume marking seventy years of the 

Bulgarian law on obligations 

2022: Dominium; Provinciae; student volume: Dura lex, sed lex 

2023:Delicta; Feminae; student volume: Culpa – Disputatio Quinta 

2024: Magister Ait! (in memoriam Theodori Piperkovi); Ius & Natura; student 

volume: Fides – Disputatio Sexta 

2025 (planned): Religio (works from the Nicaea conference - Iași, Romania) 

 

Thematic observations 

Origins and foundations (2015 - 2016) – The journal opened in 2015 with 

material commemorating two millennia since the death of Octavian Augustus. 

The inaugural issue placed the Pax Romana and Augustan reforms in context, 

showing how peace provided fertile ground for the development of law.  

A second issue explored iurisdictio - the magistrate’s authority to pronounce 

judgment, and traced its evolution from a religious ritual to a professional 

judicial procedure. 

 

In 2016, the paired themes of Commercium and Studia Iuris Romani followed.  

Commercium examined economic exchange, contractual capacity and the birth 

of commercial law, from mancipatio and foedus to their resonance in modern 

banking.  

Studia Iuris Romani broadened the journal’s horizons by reporting on the first 

conferences of the Societas pro Iure Romano and encouraging interdisciplinary 

cooperation among Balkan universities. 

 

Family and universalism (2017)  
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Familia dissected the patriarchal Roman household: the role of the 

pater familias, marriage and divorce, adoption and dowry, and the legal status 

of women.  

In the autumn of 2017, an international conference in Niš gave rise to 

Universum Iuris Romani, a volume that underscored the universal quality of 

Roman law and the breadth of scholarship—from private to public law—

needed to sustain the tradition in modern studies. 

 

Administration and humanism (2018)  

The 2018 issues turned to the public sphere and human dignity.  

Administratio examined the management of the state, property and 

infrastructure, administrative law principles and the regulation of natural 

resources, juxtaposing modern administrative law with Roman institutions 

such as prefects, colonists, and the Notitia Dignitatum.  

The next issue, Ius & Humanitas, tied to a conference in Skopje marking the 

seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, focused 

on human rights and dignity and celebrated the work of Professor Sebastiano 

Tafaro.  

Later that year, a special memorial volume honoured Professor Theodor 

Piperkov. 

 

Property, public and private (2019)  

The issue Pecunia addressed was money and property. The Latin word 

originally meant “cattle,” denoting movable wealth before evolving into 

“fortune” and “money”; the contributions traced this semantic and juridical 

shift from Roman law to modern law.  

The companion issue, Res Publica & Res Privata, examined the boundary 

between public and private spheres. At a symposium in Kragujevac, scholars 

discussed topics ranging from games and gladiatorial hunts to tax collection, 

the Lex Rhodia, adultery, the status of slaves, ius retentionis and 

laesio enormis - prompting renewed reflection on the public/private divide in 

Roman law and its relevance today. 
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Pandemic and the transmission of tradition (2020)  

Despite a raging pandemic, the journal issued a substantial volume on 

inheritance (Hereditas). The preface praised the authors’ efforts and offered a 

comprehensive account of succession law: heirship, forms of testament, 

legacies and fideicommissary trusts, and the protection of patrimony. An 

initially planned two-part theme was reorganised.  

The second issue, Traditio Iuris Romani, anchored the virtual SIR conference, 

where delegates from several countries discussed how Roman law is 

transmitted and adapted in modern society.  

Between these issues, a student volume on Iustitia prompted participants to 

ponder the goddess of Justice and the relationship between equity and 

jurisprudence. 

 

Obligations and the sea (2021)  

In 2021, the journal marked seventy years since the Bulgarian Law of 

Obligations and Contracts. The issue Obligatio highlighted the deep influence 

of Roman law on obligations, noting terminological and conceptual continuity 

and offering scholarly and practical insights.  

The year concluded with a special Iuventutes volume commemorating the law’s 

anniversary, featuring articles on novation, assignment, set-off and 

contractual fault. 

The second issue, Mare Nostrum, originally slated for 2020, was held online. 

It focused on maritime law, evoking the Mediterranean as a shared space of 

Roman peoples; contributions ranged from ancient jurists’ regulations of 

navigation to modern implications of the law of the sea. 

 

Property and provinces (2022)  

Dominium revisited property in a broad sense. Articles reviewed Roman 

concepts such as mancipatio and dominium, acquisitive prescription, the 

relationship between ownership and possession, the post-classical 

transformation of property, Thomas Aquinas’s theory, urban planning 

restrictions and even the idea of an artificial island.  
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The Sarajevo SIR conference inspired the issue Provinciae. Its introduction 

explained how the establishment of Roman provinces altered the 

constitutional order of Rome; contributions analysed territorial 

administration, the integration of Mediterranean peoples and the creation of 

the Orbis Romanus.  

A student volume titled Dura lex, sed lex explored the role of law and the 

meaning of the maxim “The law is hard, but it is the law.” 

 

Delicts and women (2023)  

In 2023, Delicta dealt with private (delicta privata) and public (crimina)  

offences, emphasising the principles neminem laedere and 

suum cuique tribuere and comparing tort liability with modern criminal law.  

The issue Feminae, born of a conference on the island of Cres, examined the 

roles of women in Roman society—wives, mothers, priestesses, empresses, 

and how the law reflected those roles. Authors employed a range of Latin terms 

(femina, mulier, mater, matrona) and extended their analysis to medieval and 

modern law.  

A fifth student contest, Culpa – Disputatio Quinta, encouraged young scholars 

to explore fault and responsibility. 

 

Tribute and nature (2024)  

The 2024 volume Magister Ait paid tribute to Professor Theodor Piperkov.  

The Lectoris salutatio recounted a December 2023 colloquium where 

colleagues and students honoured him and contributed papers.  

The title, “The Master said!”, echoes the praetorian edict’s formula praetor ait, 

suggesting that Piperkov was a magister transmitting the spirit of Roman law. 

The issue is divided into three parts: reminiscences and studies by foreign 

scholars who knew him; research in Roman law and legal history on topics 

such as the sea, the law, religion and Latin; and contemporary legal studies 

on unjust enrichment, property, labour law and arbitration.  

The issue Ius & Natura, corresponding to the ninth SIR conference, related the 

concepts of nature and law to their Greco-Roman roots. It showed how nature 

appears both in environmental protection and in social order and universal 
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rights, tracing the continuity of natural-law ideas and the contributions of 

Roman jurists to environmental stewardship.  

The student contest Fides – Disputatio Sexta collected essays on trust and its 

role in legal relations. 

 

Looking ahead to 2025…  

Religio. According to current plans, issue II/2025 will be entitled Religio and 

will publish papers presented at the international conference “The Council of 

Nicaea after 1700 Years” (Iaşi, Romania, May 2025). The theme will continue 

the exploration of spiritual values and the relationship between law, religion, 

theology and history.  

In 2025, the SIR initiative will also mark its first decade with the Ius & Lex 

conference in Sofia (11–13 September). 

 

Conclusion 

 

Over its first ten years, IUS ROMANUM has demonstrated the vitality of the 

Romanist tradition in South-Eastern Europe.  

From commemorating Augustus to examining commerce, family life, 

administration, property, obligations, delicts, the status of women and the 

interplay between legal norms, nature and religion, the journal shows that 

Roman law remains a common language for legal scholarship in the region.  

The conference series organised by the Societas pro Iure Romano has created 

an international research network, while the Iuventutes volumes have 

encouraged student contributions.  

The tribute to Professor Piperkov in Magister Ait and the announcement of 

Religio for 2025 illustrate the journal’s reverence for its masters and its 

openness to interdisciplinary dialogue.  

 

In short, IUS ROMANUM represents a significant achievement and brings 

fresh life to the Roman legal tradition. 

 


