
Information about travel options to Cres 

Island Cres is one of the northern islands in the Kvarner Gulf, and it is the largest island in Croatia. Your 

accommodation on Cres will be at the Kimen Hotel https://www.hotel-kimen.com/ which is 1.3 km 

away from the bus station of the city of Cres and the city center. 

There are several ways of reaching the island of Cres, but no matter what type of transport you choose, 

a ferry or catamaran is required to get to the island. The island of Cres is very well connected to the 

mainland by ferry and considering that it is a very short route, the ferries operate quite often, especially 

during the season. There are two ferries to the island of Cres, from the ferry dock on the east side of 

Istria, Brestova, to Porozina on the island of Cres as well as link to the island from the dock Valbiska on 

Krk to Merag (on Cres). 

Getting to Cres by ferry: 

Porozina is a small town on the western side of the Cres. It is connected by ferry to Brestova on the 

mainland. Journey time from the mainland to Porozina is around 20 minutes. Departures to Porozina 

are more frequent during the high season, as opposed to other times of the year. 

Merag is a small port town located on the east coast of Cres, near the island of Krk which is connected 

to Cres by ferry from the Valbiska on the island of Krk. The estimated travel time from Valbiska on Krk 

and Merag on Cres is around 25 minutes. Departures to Merag are more frequent during the high 

season, as opposed to other times of the year. 

You can search journey schedule and buy ferry tickets online at https://www.jadrolinija.hr/en/home. 

You can also buy them at the ferry terminal. 

Getting to Cres by catamaran: 

There is a daily catamaran service that runs from Rijeka to Cres Town on Cres. Journey time on this 

route is 1 hour 20 minutes. https://www.visitlosinj.hr/hr/katamarani-1.aspx  

Getting to Cres by car: 

If you are travelling by car you will have to take a car ferry to the island, so you can choose to take a 

car ferry from the Brestova on the mainland, or from Valbiska on the island Krk.  

If you are travelling by car from Trieste (Italy) towards Cres then the best route is to cross the border 

at Pasjak till Opatija and then continue to Brestova. The route Pasjak (border crossing) – Brestova is 52 

kilometers long and in ideal conditions, with no major traffic jams it takes about an hour.  

For travel by car from Ljubljana (Slovenia) to the island of Cres the recommended route is crossing the 

border at Rupa and toward Brestova. 

Getting to Cres by bus: 

There are several bus lines connecting Zagreb and Rijeka with the island of Cres. 

→ Zagreb – Cres 

The bus departs from the main bus terminal in Zagreb which is located about 3 km from the town 

center and the average ticket price is around €24. The journey lasts for about 4 and a half hours. 

https://getbybus.com/en/bus-zagreb-to-cres  

→ Rijeka – Cres 
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The bus departs from the main bus terminal in Rijeka which is only about 400 meters from the town 

center. Average ticket price is around €15. The journey lasts for about 2 hours and 15 minutes. 

The bus gets on the ferry in Valbiska on island Krk and arrives at Merag from where it continues to Cres 

Town. Ferry fee is included in the bus ticket. Your bus will arrive at the main bus station in Cres, located 

only a few hundred meters from the Riva and the town center. 

https://getbybus.com/en/bus-rijeka-to-cres  

Getting to Cres by plane: 

There is one airport near Cres, Rijeka International Airport located on Krk. Rijeka Airport is located near 

the town of Omišalj on the island of Krk, so you would have to take a taxy from the airport to Omišalj 

and a bus from Omišalj to Cres. The bus journey lasts about 1 hour and 20 minutes, and the ticket price 

is around €12. The bus gets on a car ferry that goes from Valbiska to Merag and ferry fee is included in 

the bus ticket. Daily departures from Omišalj to Cres are available at https://getbybus.com/en/bus-

omisalj-to-cres  

Another option is to travel to Zagreb Airport and then take bus from Zagreb to Cres 

https://getbybus.com/en/bus-zagreb-to-cres.  
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